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SUBJECT: FRG PRESS SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCEMENT ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
MATTERS 

1. FOLLOWING IS THE ENGLISH TEXT OF A STATEMENT MADE AUGUST 2 
BY FRG PRESS SPOKESMAN. QUOTE: 

ON AUGUST 2, 1973. A COMMITTEE OF STATE SECRETARIES OF THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DISCUSSED IN BONN THE RESULT OF INVESTIGATIONS 
INITIATED IN CONNECTION WITH PUBLICLY VOICED ALLEGATIONS ACCORDING 
TO WHICH AMERICAN AGENCIES HAD VIOLATED GERMAN LAW BY INFRINGING 
ON THE PRIVACY OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS. AT ITS MEETING UNDER THE 
CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE FEDERAL CHANCELLERY, THE STATE SECRETARIES 
OF THE MINISTRIES OF INTERIOR. FOREIGN OFFICE, DEFENSE MINISTRY, 
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OFFICE, AND PTT TOOK PART. 

2. THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES THOROUGHLY EXAMINED IN DETAIL THE 
ABOVE METIONED ALLEGATIONS MADE PUBLIC ABOUT THE ALLEGED ILLEGAL 
TAPPING PRACTICES IN THE FEDERAL TERRITORY. THE INVESTIGATIONS DIS- 
CLOSED THAT ALLEGATIONS THAT AMERICAN AGENCIES IN THE FRG HAD 
VIOLATED GERMAN LAW BY INFRINGING ON THE PRIVACY OF TELECOMMUNI- 
CATIONS WERE UNFOUNDED. 

3. IN THE TERRITORY OF THE FRG LIMITATIONS ON THE PRIVACY OF TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS ARE ONLY PERMITTED UNDER THE LAW CONCERNING ARTICLE 
10 BASIC LAW OF AUGUST 13, 1968 AND MUST BE EXECUTED BY GERMAN 
AUTHORITIES. THOSE POSSIBLE RESTRICTIVE MEASURES ARE SET FORTH 
DEFINITIVELY IN THE LAW IMPLEMENTING ARTICLE 10 BASIC LAW. THEY 
INCLUDE RESTRICTIVE MEASURES MADE IN THE INTEREST OF THE SECURITY 

OF THE STATIONED FORCES IN THE FRG. 

4. ON THE BASIS OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENT OT THE NATO SOFA 
OF AUGUST 3, 1959, AND CORRESPONDING AGREEMENTS WITH THE THREE 
POWERS, THE LATTER MAY IN THE ABOVE MENTIONED INSTANCE RECOMMEND 
THAT THE BFS OR THE BND UNDERTAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES, BUT NOT, 
HOWEVER, DEMAND THEM. A DECISION ABOUT THE MATTER FALLS EXCLUSIVE- 
LY IN THE COMPETENCE OF THE FEDERAL MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR IN 
CASES CONCERNING PARAGRAPH TWO, OR THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE IN THE 
CASE OF PARAGRAPH THREE OF THE LAW IMPLEMENTING ARTICLE 10 BASIC 
LAW. THE DICLOSURES RESULTING FROM SUCH RESTRICTIVE MEASURES ARE 
TURNED OVER TO THE AUTHORIZED OFFICIALS OF THE THREE POWERS INSO- 
FAR AS THIS MATERIAL IS OF RELEVANCE TO THE SECURITY ITERESTS OF 

THE THREE POWERS. 

5. THE THREE POWERS HAVE REPEATEDLY MADE USE OF THE POSSIBILITY 
TO RECOMMEND SURVEILANCE MEASURES. IN SOME OF THE CASES THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS WERE ADOPTED. ALL CASES OF THIS KIND HAVE BEEN 
APPROVED BY THE THREE PARTY (PARLIAMENTARY) COMMISSION PROVIDED 
FOR IN THE LAW IMPLEMENTING ARTICLE 10 OF THE BASIC LAW. THE 
COMMISSION, CONSISTING OF DELEGATES OF THE THREE PARTIES REPRESENTED 
IN THE BUNDESTAG, HAS IN NO INSTANCE NOTED A VIOLATION OF BASIC 
RIGHTS. 

6. THE TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MEASURES SET FORTH IN 
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THAT LAW MUST BE CARRIED OUT BY THE PTT.IT CAN BE EXCLUDED 
WITH CERTAINTY THAT, UNLESS THE PTT HAD APPROPRIATE ORDERS, IT 
WOULD NOT CARRY OUT SUCH SURVEILANCE MEASURES IN POST AND TELE- 
PHONE TRAFFIC. 

7. THE MINISTER FOR PTT IS NOT AWARE AF ANY ILLEGAL ENCROACH- 
MENTS IN THE PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK OF THE FRG AS 
PRESENTLY REPORTED IN THE PRESS. 
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8. THE COMPETENT AMERICAN AUTHORITIES WILL BE INFORMED ABOUT 
THE RESULT OF THESE INVESTIGATIONS BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
THROUGH NORMAL CHANNELS. UNQUOTE.HILLENBRAND 
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